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Article History Abstract 

Original Research Article This study examines the regulatory and developmental strategies aimed at ending child abuse 

in Nigeria, particularly abuses associated with organized crime, armed insurgency, terrorism, 

and banditry in conflict-affected regions of Northern Nigeria. The study adopted a qualitative 

and analytical research methodology using documentary sources, legal instruments, policy 

reports, and existing scholarly literature to evaluate the effectiveness of child protection 

frameworks, including the Child Rights Act 2003 and related institutional mechanisms. 

Findings reveal that despite the existence of formal legal and institutional structures for child 

protection, implementation remains weak due to constitutional fragmentation, legal pluralism, 

corruption, insecurity, poverty, and poor inter-agency coordination. The study further 

establishes that insurgent and criminal groups such as Boko Haram, ISWAP, and armed 

bandit networks have increasingly weaponized child exploitation through school abductions, 

forced recruitment, trafficking, sexual violence, and attacks on educational institutions. 

Existing literature has focused largely on the humanitarian and security dimensions of 

insurgency with limited attention to the combined effects of legal fragmentation, institutional 

weakness, and community-based protection failures on child abuse in Nigeria. 

The study concludes that military responses alone are insufficient to address child abuse 

within conflict environments. It recommends constitutional harmonization of child protection 

laws, institutional strengthening, trauma-informed rehabilitation, educational protection 

initiatives, and community-based security frameworks. The study contributes to scholarship 

on child protection, human security, legal reform, and sustainable development in fragile 

states. 
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Introduction 

The Federal Republic of Nigeria continues to experience 

one of the most severe child protection crises in sub-

Saharan Africa as a result of insurgency, armed banditry, 

terrorism, kidnapping, and organized criminal violence. 

Over the past decade, children in Northern and Central 

Nigeria have increasingly become direct targets of armed 

groups such as Boko Haram, the Islamic State West Africa 

Province (ISWAP), and several transnational bandit 

networks operating across Kaduna, Zamfara, Katsina, 

Sokoto, Niger, and Borno States. These groups have 

transformed child abuse from isolated acts of violence into 

organized strategies of warfare, territorial control, 

economic exploitation, and psychological intimidation.  

The abduction of 276 schoolgirls from Chibok, Borno 

State, in April 2014 marked a turning point in global 

awareness of the insecurity confronting Nigerian children. 

Ten years after the Chibok incident, UNICEF reported that 

more than 1,680 Nigerian schoolchildren had been 

abducted in attacks on schools and communities, while over 

70 attacks on educational institutions had been recorded 

across conflict-affected regions. UNICEF further disclosed 

that approximately 180 children and several educational 
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personnel had lost their lives due to attacks on schools and 

related violence.  

The persistence of mass abductions demonstrates the 

increasing sophistication of organized criminal groups in 

Nigeria. In March 2024 alone, armed bandits abducted 

more than 200 pupils from a school in Kuriga, Kaduna 

State, further exposing the vulnerability of educational 

institutions within rural communities. Reports from Human 

Rights Watch and UNICEF indicate that attacks on schools 

continue to threaten children’s right to education, safety, 

psychological stability, and long-term social development.  

Scholars such as Hoffman (2006) argue that terrorism 

involves the deliberate use of violence and fear to 

intimidate populations and weaken governmental authority. 

Similarly, Wilkinson (2011) maintains that terrorism 

destabilizes public institutions and creates long-term 

insecurity within affected societies. In the Nigerian context, 

insurgent and criminal groups increasingly deploy tactics 

involving forced recruitment of minors, child trafficking, 

sexual exploitation, forced marriages, and the use of 

children as combatants and suicide bombers. Human Rights 

Watch (2022) observed that insurgent groups in 

Northeastern Nigeria have continued to recruit children into 

armed conflict, thereby violating both domestic and 

international child protection laws.  

The worsening humanitarian crisis has further exposed the 

weaknesses within Nigeria’s legal and institutional 

frameworks for child protection. Although the Child Rights 

Act 2003 represents a significant legislative effort toward 

safeguarding children, its implementation remains 

inconsistent across the federation due to constitutional 

decentralization, legal pluralism, religious resistance, weak 

institutional coordination, and poor enforcement 

mechanisms. Adegbite (2021) argues that the fragmented 

adoption of child protection laws among Nigerian states has 

undermined uniform enforcement and weakened the 

protection of vulnerable children. Likewise, Akinwumi 

(2019) explains that the coexistence of Common Law, 

customary law, and Sharia legal systems has created 

operational contradictions affecting the enforcement of 

children’s rights, particularly in Northern Nigeria. 

Theoretical explanations for the persistence of child abuse 

in conflict environments can be linked to the Social Conflict 

Theory advanced by Karl Marx and later scholars, which 

associates violence and insecurity with inequality, 

marginalization, poverty, and weak governance structures. 

Nigeria’s Northern region continues to suffer from 

multidimensional poverty, unemployment, low literacy 

levels, and inadequate access to social services, thereby 

increasing the vulnerability of children to exploitation by 

criminal groups. Obi (2021) notes that state fragility, 

corruption, and institutional weakness significantly 

contribute to insecurity and violent extremism within 

Nigeria. Similarly, Imasuen (2020) contends that armed 

banditry in Northwestern Nigeria has evolved into a major 

human security crisis characterized by kidnapping, forced 

displacement, and systematic attacks on rural communities. 

Furthermore, the psychological and developmental 

consequences of armed violence on children remain 

profound. Studies by Castelo-Appleton, Mendoza, and 

KingDavid (2026) reveal that prolonged exposure to 

violence, captivity, and traumatic experiences negatively 

affects the neurobiological and psychosocial development 

of children, thereby creating long-term societal instability. 

UNICEF (2024) also reported that millions of Nigerian 

children living within conflict zones remain exposed to 

displacement, trauma, interrupted education, malnutrition, 

and severe human rights violations.  

Despite several military operations and policy interventions 

introduced by the Nigerian government, including the Safe 

Schools Initiative and counter-terrorism operations, attacks 

against children continue to persist. This suggests that 

military-centered responses alone are insufficient to 

address the structural and institutional causes of child abuse 

in conflict zones. There is therefore an urgent need to 

critically examine the effectiveness of Nigeria’s regulatory, 

institutional, and developmental strategies aimed at ending 

child abuse perpetrated by organized criminal groups and 

insurgent networks. 

It is against this background that this study examines the 

regulatory framework and development strategies designed 

to end child abuse in Nigeria, with particular emphasis on 

legal reforms, institutional responses, and community-

based mechanisms for protecting children against 

organized crime and armed insurgency.  

Literature Review 

The issue of child abuse in conflict environments has 

attracted increasing scholarly attention within the fields of 

law, security studies, criminology, human rights, and 

development studies. Existing literature reveals that child 

abuse in Nigeria has evolved beyond domestic violence into 

a complex security and humanitarian crisis driven by 

insurgency, armed banditry, terrorism, poverty, trafficking, 

and institutional weakness. Scholars, international 

organizations, and policy analysts have extensively 

examined the relationship between insecurity and the 

vulnerability of children within fragile states, particularly 

in Northern Nigeria. 

Hoffman (2006) explains that terrorism involves the 

deliberate use of violence and intimidation to create fear, 

weaken state authority, and influence political or 

ideological outcomes. Similarly, Wilkinson (2011) argues 

that terrorism destabilizes public institutions and generates 



 

 UKR Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (UKRJAHSS).  Published by UKR Publisher 42 

 

long-term social insecurity. In Nigeria, terrorist and 

insurgent groups such as Boko Haram and ISWAP have 

increasingly targeted children through forced recruitment, 

kidnapping, sexual slavery, and attacks on educational 

institutions. Human Rights Watch (2022) observed that 

insurgent organizations in Northeastern Nigeria continue to 

recruit minors into armed conflict, thereby violating both 

domestic and international child protection laws. 

Several studies have linked the rise of child abuse in Nigeria 

to the expansion of organized criminal networks and armed 

banditry. Imasuen (2020) contends that banditry in 

Northwestern Nigeria has transformed from ordinary rural 

violence into a sophisticated security crisis characterized by 

mass abductions, extortion, cattle rustling, and attacks on 

schools and farming communities. According to Onuoha 

(2020), armed criminal groups now use school kidnappings 

and child exploitation as major instruments of economic 

survival and territorial control. The abduction of 

schoolchildren in Chibok, Kankara, Jangebe, Kuriga, and 

other communities demonstrates the growing 

commercialization of child kidnapping within Nigeria’s 

insecurity landscape. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, 2024) 

reported that millions of Nigerian children remain exposed 

to conflict-related violence, displacement, malnutrition, 

interrupted education, and psychological trauma. UNICEF 

further disclosed that attacks on schools have severely 

undermined educational access within conflict-affected 

states such as Borno, Kaduna, Katsina, Niger, and Zamfara. 

Similarly, the United Nations Security Council (2023) 

identified Nigeria as one of the countries with alarming 

levels of grave violations against children during armed 

conflict, including recruitment of child soldiers, abduction, 

killing, sexual violence, and attacks on schools and 

hospitals. 

The literature further demonstrates that Nigeria possesses 

several legal instruments intended to protect children and 

combat organized violence. The Child Rights Act 2003 

remains the principal legislation governing child protection 

in Nigeria. The Act incorporates the principles of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and 

the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

into Nigerian domestic law. According to Ladan (2016), the 

Child Rights Act represented a major milestone in Nigerian 

child protection law because it established 18 years as the 

legal age of adulthood and prohibited child marriage, 

trafficking, forced labor, and exploitation of minors. 

However, scholars argue that the effectiveness of the Child 

Rights Act has been undermined by constitutional 

decentralization and legal pluralism. Adegbite (2021) 

explains that because matters relating to child welfare fall 

within the residual legislative list under the Nigerian 

Constitution, individual states possess authority to adopt or 

reject the Child Rights Act independently. This has resulted 

in uneven implementation across the federation, 

particularly in Northern Nigeria where resistance based on 

religious and customary considerations delayed adoption of 

the law. Akinwumi (2019) further argues that the 

coexistence of Common Law, customary law, and Sharia 

legal systems creates contradictions that weaken uniform 

child protection enforcement. 

Researchers have also examined the institutional 

weaknesses affecting child protection and counter-

terrorism efforts in Nigeria. Alemika (2019) argues that 

corruption, weak policing systems, inadequate intelligence 

gathering, and poor criminal justice administration 

significantly undermine security governance in Nigeria. 

Similarly, Eze (2020) notes that rivalry and poor 

coordination among security agencies weaken effective 

responses to terrorism, insurgency, and organized crime. 

According to Obi (2021), state fragility, corruption, 

unemployment, and poor governance have intensified 

insecurity and social instability within Nigeria, thereby 

increasing the vulnerability of children to criminal 

exploitation. 

From a socio-economic perspective, several scholars 

emphasize that poverty and social exclusion contribute 

significantly to the recruitment and exploitation of children 

by criminal groups. Okoli (2021) observes that poverty, 

proliferation of small arms, youth unemployment, and weak 

governance structures have worsened insecurity in 

Northern Nigeria. Likewise, Usman (2022) argues that the 

Almajiri system in Northern Nigeria has exposed many 

children to forced begging, trafficking, criminal 

recruitment, and violent extremism due to weak regulation 

and socio-economic hardship. 

The psychological and developmental impacts of armed 

violence on children have also received scholarly attention. 

Castelo-Appleton, Mendoza, and KingDavid (2026) 

explain that prolonged exposure to violence, displacement, 

captivity, and trauma negatively affects children’s 

neurobiological, emotional, and cognitive development. 

Their study reveals that conflict-related trauma creates 

long-term social instability, educational disruption, and 

psychological damage capable of affecting future 

generations. 

International organizations have consistently criticized the 

inadequacy of Nigeria’s institutional response to child 

abuse in conflict zones. Amnesty International (2021) 

reported that counter-terrorism operations in Nigeria have 

sometimes resulted in unlawful detention, human rights 

abuses, and insufficient protection for vulnerable 

populations. Human Rights Watch (2022) similarly 

observed that many rescued child victims of insurgency 
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lack access to adequate rehabilitation, psychosocial 

support, and reintegration services. 

Despite the growing body of literature on insecurity and 

child protection in Nigeria, significant gaps remain within 

existing scholarship. Most studies focus primarily on 

terrorism, insurgency, or armed banditry from military and 

political perspectives while giving limited attention to the 

relationship between constitutional fragmentation, legal 

pluralism, and child abuse. Few studies critically examine 

how institutional weaknesses and decentralized legal 

structures undermine the effectiveness of child protection 

laws in conflict-affected regions. 

Furthermore, limited scholarly attention has been devoted 

to integrating legal reform, community-based governance, 

psychosocial rehabilitation, and socio-economic 

development within a unified framework for combating 

child abuse in fragile states. This study therefore fills an 

important gap by critically examining the regulatory, 

institutional, and developmental strategies aimed at ending 

child abuse in Nigeria within the context of organized crime 

and armed insurgency. 

Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework for this study explains the 

relationship between organized crime, armed insurgency, 

weak institutional structures, and the prevalence of child abuse 

in Nigeria. The framework is built on the assumption that 

insecurity, poverty, legal fragmentation, weak governance, 

and institutional inefficiency collectively increase children’s 

vulnerability to exploitation, trafficking, forced recruitment, 

sexual abuse, kidnapping, and other forms of violence 

perpetrated by insurgent and criminal groups. 

This study adopts a multidimensional approach by linking 

legal protection mechanisms, institutional responses, socio-

economic development, and community participation to 

child protection outcomes within conflict-affected regions 

of Nigeria. 

Concept of Child Abuse 

Child abuse refers to all forms of physical, emotional, 

psychological, sexual, and economic maltreatment directed 

against children. According to the Child Rights Act 2003, 

children are entitled to protection from violence, 

exploitation, neglect, trafficking, harmful practices, forced 

labor, and inhuman treatment. In Northern Nigeria, child 

abuse has expanded beyond domestic settings into 

organized violence involving terrorism, insurgency, armed 

banditry, and transnational criminal activities. 

Concept of Organized Crime and Armed Insurgency 

Organized crime involves coordinated illegal activities 

carried out by structured criminal groups for economic, 

territorial, or political gain. Armed insurgency refers to 

violent rebellion against state authority through terrorism, 

kidnapping, destruction of public institutions, and attacks 

on civilians. Groups such as Boko Haram, ISWAP, and 

armed bandit networks have increasingly weaponized child 

exploitation through school abductions, forced marriages, 

child trafficking, recruitment of child soldiers, and sexual 

slavery. 

Concept of Legal and Institutional Framework 

The legal and institutional framework consists of laws, 

policies, agencies, and enforcement mechanisms 

established to protect children and combat insecurity in 

Nigeria. These include: 

Child Rights Act 2003 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as 

amended) 

Terrorism (Prevention) Act 

Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act 

Safe Schools Initiative 

National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in 

Persons (NAPTIP) 

Nigeria Police Force and other security institutions 

The effectiveness of these frameworks depends on proper 

implementation, coordination, funding, accountability, and 

political commitment. 

Concept of Human Security 

Human security emphasizes the protection of individuals 

from violence, fear, poverty, social exclusion, and 

insecurity. Unlike traditional security approaches that focus 

mainly on protecting the state, human security prioritizes 

the welfare, dignity, education, health, and survival of 

citizens, especially vulnerable groups such as children. This 

study adopts the human security perspective because child 

abuse in Nigeria is closely connected to insecurity, 

displacement, poverty, educational collapse, and weak 

social protection systems. 

Relationship Among the Variables 

The framework assumes that: 

Poverty, unemployment, corruption, insecurity, weak 

governance, and legal fragmentation increase children’s 

vulnerability to abuse and exploitation. 

Organized criminal groups and insurgent networks exploit 

institutional weaknesses to recruit, traffic, abuse, and 

manipulate children. 

Weak implementation of child protection laws undermines 

the effectiveness of legal safeguards. 
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Effective legal reforms, institutional strengthening, 

educational protection, community participation, trauma-

informed rehabilitation, and socio-economic development 

can significantly reduce child abuse in conflict 

environments. 

This conceptual framework provides the foundation for 

analyzing how legal, institutional, and community-based 

strategies can effectively combat child abuse and improve 

child protection within Nigeria’s conflict-affected regions. 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is anchored on the Social Conflict Theory, 

Frustration–Aggression Theory, and Human Security 

Theory. These theories provide a comprehensive 

explanation for the persistence of child abuse, armed 

insurgency, organized crime, and institutional failure 

within conflict-affected regions of Nigeria. The theories 

collectively explain how poverty, inequality, weak 

governance, insecurity, and social exclusion expose 

children to exploitation, violence, trafficking, and 

recruitment by criminal and insurgent groups. 

Social Conflict Theory 

The Social Conflict Theory was propounded by Karl Marx 

and later developed by several sociologists and conflict 

theorists. The theory argues that conflict emerges within 

society due to inequality, oppression, marginalization, 

competition over scarce resources, and unequal distribution 

of economic and political power. According to the theory, 

societies characterized by poverty, unemployment, 

corruption, and weak governance are more vulnerable to 

violence, rebellion, and criminality. 

The relevance of this theory to the present study lies in the 

socio-economic realities of Northern Nigeria, where high 

poverty levels, illiteracy, youth unemployment, weak social 

services, and political exclusion have contributed significantly 

to the rise of insurgency, armed banditry, and organized crime. 

Many criminal and insurgent groups exploit these socio-

economic frustrations to recruit vulnerable children into 

violent activities, trafficking networks, forced labor, and 

criminal operations. 

Obi (2021) argues that state fragility, corruption, and socio-

economic inequality continue to intensify insecurity in 

Nigeria. Similarly, Okoli (2021) maintains that poverty and 

proliferation of small arms have worsened violent 

criminality and child vulnerability across Northern Nigeria. 

The theory therefore explains how structural inequalities 

and social injustice contribute to child abuse and insecurity 

within fragile communities. 

Frustration–Aggression Theory 

The Frustration–Aggression Theory was developed by 

Dollard, Doob, Miller, Mowrer, and Sears in 1939. The 

theory explains that aggression often results from 

frustration arising from the inability of individuals or 

groups to achieve desired goals, social expectations, or 

economic opportunities. According to the theory, 

prolonged frustration may produce anger, violence, 

criminality, and anti-social behavior. 

The theory is relevant to this study because many 

communities affected by insurgency and armed banditry in 

Nigeria experience severe economic hardship, 

displacement, unemployment, poor education, and social 

neglect. These frustrations create conditions that facilitate 

violent extremism, organized crime, and child exploitation. 

Criminal groups often capitalize on the frustration of 

unemployed youths and vulnerable families by recruiting 

children into armed conflict, trafficking, kidnapping, and 

illegal economic activities. 

The frustration resulting from poor governance, insecurity, 

and lack of institutional support has also weakened 

community resilience and increased children’s exposure to 

violence and exploitation. The theory therefore helps 

explain the psychological and socio-economic conditions 

that sustain child abuse within conflict environments. 

Human Security Theory 

Human Security Theory emerged prominently through the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Human 

Development Report of 1994. Unlike traditional security 

theories that focus primarily on protecting state sovereignty 

and territorial integrity, Human Security Theory 

emphasizes the protection of individuals from fear, 

violence, poverty, hunger, disease, and social insecurity. 

The theory identifies several dimensions of human security, 

including: 

➢ Economic security 

➢ Food security 

➢ Health security 

➢ Environmental security 

➢ Personal security 

➢ Community security 

➢ Political security 

The relevance of Human Security Theory to this study lies 

in its focus on protecting vulnerable populations, especially 

children, from violence and structural insecurity. In 

Nigeria, child abuse is closely linked to terrorism, 

displacement, educational collapse, poverty, trafficking, 

and weak social protection systems. Children in conflict-

affected areas often lack access to education, healthcare, 

food security, and psychological support. 

UNICEF (2024) reported that millions of Nigerian children 

remain exposed to displacement, interrupted education, 
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trauma, and violence due to insurgency and armed 

criminality. The Human Security Theory therefore provides 

an appropriate framework for understanding that child 

protection extends beyond military operations to include 

education, welfare, social justice, institutional 

accountability, and sustainable development. 

Relevance of the Theories to the Study 

The integration of these theories provides a comprehensive 

explanation of the causes and persistence of child abuse in 

Nigeria’s conflict environments. The Social Conflict 

Theory explains how inequality, poverty, and 

marginalization create conditions for insecurity and 

criminal exploitation. The Frustration–Aggression Theory 

explains how economic hardship, social neglect, and 

institutional failure generate violent behavior and 

criminality. The Human Security Theory emphasizes the 

importance of protecting children through integrated legal, 

institutional, social, and developmental strategies. 

Collectively, these theories support the argument that 

ending child abuse in Nigeria requires more than military 

intervention. It demands legal reforms, poverty reduction, 

institutional strengthening, educational protection, trauma 

rehabilitation, community participation, and sustainable 

socio-economic development. 

Empirical Studies 

Adegbite (2021) conducted a study on the implementation 

of child rights laws within Nigerian federal states with 

emphasis on institutional enforcement and legal 

compliance. The study adopted a qualitative research 

design through documentary analysis and interviews with 

child protection agencies and legal practitioners across 

selected states in Nigeria. Findings revealed that although 

the Child Rights Act 2003 provides a strong legal 

framework for child protection, implementation remains 

inconsistent because of constitutional decentralization, 

weak institutional monitoring, corruption, and cultural 

resistance within some Northern states. The study further 

discovered that lack of harmonized legal enforcement 

weakens the protection of vulnerable children, particularly 

within conflict-prone communities. The study concluded 

that effective child protection requires stronger institutional 

accountability and nationwide legal harmonization. 

However, the study focused mainly on legislative 

implementation and paid limited attention to the impact of 

insurgency and organized criminal networks on child abuse 

in Nigeria. 

Imasuen (2020) examined the relationship between armed 

banditry and human security in Northwestern Nigeria. The 

study adopted descriptive and analytical research methods 

using security reports, humanitarian data, government 

publications, and media sources. Findings indicated that 

armed banditry contributed significantly to school 

abductions, forced displacement, educational disruption, 

psychological trauma, and child exploitation within 

affected rural communities. The study further established 

that poverty, weak governance, and inadequate security 

infrastructure increased children’s vulnerability to criminal 

exploitation and violence. The research concluded that 

insecurity in Northwestern Nigeria had evolved into a 

serious human security crisis threatening children’s welfare 

and educational development. Nevertheless, the study 

concentrated largely on security implications and gave 

limited attention to legal and institutional child protection 

mechanisms. 

Human Rights Watch (2022) investigated the forced 

recruitment and exploitation of children by insurgent 

groups in Northeastern Nigeria. The study employed 

qualitative methods involving victim testimonies, 

interviews, humanitarian field reports, and conflict 

assessments within affected communities. Findings 

revealed that Boko Haram and ISWAP systematically 

recruited children as fighters, spies, suicide bombers, 

domestic laborers, and informants. The report further 

showed that many rescued children lacked access to 

adequate rehabilitation, psychosocial care, and 

reintegration programs. The study concluded that weak 

institutional responses and poor rehabilitation systems 

exposed child victims to repeated cycles of violence, 

trauma, and social exclusion. However, the study focused 

primarily on humanitarian and human rights concerns 

without comprehensively evaluating the effectiveness of 

Nigeria’s constitutional and legal child protection 

framework. 

UNICEF (2024) assessed the impact of insecurity on 

children’s education and welfare within conflict-affected 

regions of Nigeria. The study adopted a mixed-method 

approach involving field assessments, statistical analysis, 

humanitarian reports, and stakeholder consultations. 

Findings revealed that persistent attacks on schools, 

displacement of families, kidnapping, and armed violence 

significantly increased school dropout rates, trauma, 

malnutrition, and child vulnerability across Northern 

Nigeria. The report also established that insecurity had 

negatively affected educational access, mental health, and 

social development among children within conflict zones. 

The study emphasized the need for stronger educational 

protection systems and community-based child welfare 

interventions. Nevertheless, the study concentrated mainly 

on humanitarian consequences and paid less attention to 

legal reforms and institutional accountability mechanisms 

necessary for sustainable child protection. 

Obi (2021) examined the relationship between state 

fragility, insecurity, and socio-economic development in 
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Nigeria. The study utilized analytical and explanatory 

research methods based on documentary analysis of 

governance indicators, security reports, and socio-

economic data. Findings indicated that corruption, poverty, 

unemployment, institutional weakness, and poor 

governance significantly contributed to insecurity and 

violent extremism within Nigeria. The study further 

revealed that fragile state institutions and inadequate social 

welfare systems exposed vulnerable populations, 

particularly children, to exploitation by insurgent and 

criminal groups. The research concluded that sustainable 

national security requires institutional reforms, poverty 

reduction, and improved governance systems. However, the 

study did not specifically address the legal dimensions of 

child abuse perpetrated by organized criminal networks. 

Gap in Literature 

Existing literature reveals significant scholarly 

contributions regarding terrorism, insurgency, armed 

banditry, child protection, and insecurity in Nigeria. 

Several studies have examined the effects of terrorism on 

education, the activities of insurgent groups, the 

implementation of the Child Rights Act, and the 

humanitarian consequences of insecurity on vulnerable 

populations. Other scholars have focused on poverty, weak 

governance, corruption, and institutional fragility as major 

drivers of insecurity and child exploitation within conflict-

affected regions. 

However, despite these scholarly contributions, important 

gaps remain within existing literature. Most previous 

studies concentrated primarily on the security, 

humanitarian, political, or socio-economic dimensions of 

insurgency and child abuse while giving limited attention 

to the relationship between legal fragmentation, 

institutional weaknesses, and the persistence of child 

exploitation in Nigeria. Few studies critically examined 

how constitutional decentralization, legal pluralism, and 

inconsistent implementation of child protection laws 

undermine effective protection of children across different 

states of the federation. 

Furthermore, existing studies rarely integrate legal reforms, 

institutional accountability, human security, psychosocial 

rehabilitation, educational protection, and community-

based governance into a unified framework for combating 

child abuse within conflict environments. Many previous 

works also focused mainly on Boko Haram insurgency 

while paying limited attention to the growing role of armed 

banditry and organized criminal networks in child 

exploitation and school abductions across Northern 

Nigeria. 

This study therefore fills the existing gap by providing a 

comprehensive examination of the regulatory framework 

and developmental strategies aimed at ending child abuse 

in Nigeria within the context of organized crime and armed 

insurgency. The study uniquely integrates legal analysis, 

institutional evaluation, human security perspectives, and 

community-based development approaches in addressing 

child protection challenges within fragile and conflict-

affected regions of Nigeria. 

Conclusion 

This study critically examined the regulatory framework 

and developmental strategies aimed at ending child abuse 

in Nigeria within the context of organized crime, armed 

insurgency, terrorism, and banditry. The findings reveal 

that child abuse in Nigeria has evolved beyond domestic or 

isolated violence into a complex humanitarian and national 

security crisis driven by insurgent factions, armed criminal 

networks, poverty, institutional weakness, and legal 

fragmentation. Children in conflict-affected regions, 

particularly in Northern Nigeria, continue to experience 

kidnapping, trafficking, forced recruitment, sexual 

exploitation, child labor, forced marriages, and attacks on 

educational institutions. 

The study further established that although Nigeria 

possesses several legal and institutional mechanisms for 

child protection, including the Child Rights Act 2003, the 

Terrorism (Prevention) Act, and other security policies, 

implementation remains significantly weak due to 

constitutional decentralization, corruption, inadequate 

funding, poor inter-agency coordination, and weak 

enforcement systems. The coexistence of Common Law, 

customary law, and Sharia legal systems has also created 

inconsistencies in the protection and enforcement of 

children’s rights across different states of the federation. 

The research additionally revealed that military-centered 

responses alone cannot effectively address the 

multidimensional nature of child abuse within conflict 

zones. The persistence of poverty, unemployment, 

displacement, educational collapse, and weak governance 

continues to create conditions that expose children to 

exploitation by insurgent and criminal groups. 

Furthermore, inadequate trauma rehabilitation systems and 

weak social welfare structures have limited the 

reintegration and recovery of child victims affected by 

violence and insecurity. 

The study therefore concludes that ending child abuse in 

Nigeria requires a comprehensive and integrated approach 

involving legal reforms, institutional strengthening, socio-

economic development, community participation, 

educational protection, trauma-informed rehabilitation, and 

improved human security governance. Sustainable child 

protection can only be achieved where strong legal 

frameworks are effectively implemented alongside 
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coordinated security, developmental, and community-

based interventions. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following 

recommendations are proposed: 

1. Constitutional Harmonization of Child Protection 

Laws 

The Federal Government of Nigeria should initiate 

constitutional reforms that will strengthen and harmonize 

the enforcement of the Child Rights Act across all states of 

the federation. Child protection laws should possess 

binding national applicability without conflicting 

interpretations arising from customary or religious laws. 

2. Strengthening Institutional Coordination 

There is a need for improved collaboration among security 

agencies, child protection institutions, the judiciary, and 

social welfare agencies. Effective intelligence-sharing and 

coordinated operational mechanisms should be established 

to improve responses to child trafficking, kidnapping, and 

insurgency-related crimes. 

3. Expansion of the Safe Schools Initiative 

The government should expand and adequately fund the 

Safe Schools Initiative by providing security infrastructure, 

surveillance systems, emergency response mechanisms, 

and community-based school protection programs in 

vulnerable rural areas. 

4. Establishment of Specialized Child Protection Courts 

Specialized courts and prosecution units should be created 

to handle cases involving child abuse, trafficking, 

terrorism-related exploitation of minors, and conflict-

related violence against children. These courts should adopt 

child-friendly and trauma-sensitive procedures. 

5. Community-Based Security and Awareness 

Programs 

Traditional rulers, religious leaders, civil society 

organizations, youth groups, and local communities should 

actively participate in child protection campaigns, early 

warning systems, and anti-radicalization programs aimed at 

preventing child recruitment by criminal groups. 

6. Poverty Reduction and Youth Empowerment 

The government should implement sustainable poverty 

alleviation programs, vocational training, educational 

scholarships, and employment opportunities within 

conflict-affected regions to reduce the socio-economic 

conditions that expose children and youths to criminal 

exploitation. 

7. Trauma Rehabilitation and Reintegration Programs 

Comprehensive psychosocial rehabilitation centers should 

be established for rescued child victims of insurgency, 

trafficking, and armed violence. Rehabilitation programs 

should include mental health support, education, vocational 

empowerment, and family reintegration services. 

8. Strengthening Border Security and Counter-

Trafficking Measures 

Nigeria should strengthen border surveillance, immigration 

control systems, and anti-trafficking operations to reduce 

cross-border criminal activities involving child 

exploitation, illegal arms trafficking, and organized 

insurgent movements. 

9. Increased International Cooperation 

Nigeria should deepen collaboration with international 

organizations such as UNICEF, the United Nations, 

ECOWAS, and the African Union in areas of intelligence-

sharing, funding, technical support, humanitarian 

intervention, and child protection policy implementation. 

10. Improved Monitoring and Accountability 

Mechanisms 

Transparent monitoring systems should be established to 

ensure accountability in the implementation of child 

protection policies, security funding, and rehabilitation 

programs. Anti-corruption mechanisms should also be 

strengthened to prevent diversion of resources meant for 

child welfare and national security initiatives. 
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